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07/09/2006 La Prensa Grafica  (box at page 5) 
 
Interview with Hugo Barrera: Minister of the Environment 
 
“Without guarantees, there won’t be permits.” 
 
Pacific Rim will not obtain the exploitation license of the El Dorado mine, in San Isidrio, Cabañas, 
assured the ministry of the Environment. The same goes for other 13 mines.  
 
MARN does not have the capacity to watch over 24 thousand industries in the country. How do 
they do it with the mines?  
 
To authorize, we have to see the international mining norms. If someone could guarantee 100% that there 
would not be environmental damages, there wouldn’t be a problem, but I doubt that for these low 
quantities of gold someone would decide to make the investments necessary to guarantee that there would 
be no harm to the environment. This means that if they do not guarantee to us that they will take the 
measures we are not going to authorize anything.  
 
You already know that there is not any mine that does not hurt the environment.  
 
You’ve already answered that yourself.  
 
Frederick Ernest, of Pacific Rim, says that they have recommended the creation of a commission to 
monitor the mines because it believes MARN is not capable of monitoring them.  
 
We will not authorize anything that hurts the environment.  
 
How could Pacific Rim be able to guarantee that they’d comply with the 100%? 
 
You would have to ask them but I don’t believe that they can do it.  
 
Have you discussed the mining exploitation permits with President Saca? 
 
I am a secretary of the president on environmental topics and I am in agreement with him that we are not 
going to approve anything that can cause environmental damage which is grave, transitory, permanent or 
irreversible.  
 
So you are saying that you won’t give exploitation permits to mining companies?  
 
That snake is still alive! [Translator’s note: Colloquialism meaning, “you are sharp!”] 
 
 
 



But there is still an exploitation permit in Santa Rosa de Lima. 
 
They are retracting the authorization that was given by the other government in San Sebastian, I am 
leaving the authorization without effect. I am going to take it away.  
 
What will be the argument for taking away their authorization? 
 
Because they offer all sorts of dangers and there is no guarantee of anything.  
 
The mining company can sue you. 
 
They can do what they want.  
 
Are you retracting the licenses because of possible contamination? 
 
No we are not doing it for anything in particular but rather for a general thing.  
 
This goes in tune with not giving the exploitation permit to Pacific Rim and other mining 
companies. 
 
Just so.  


